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Dates to Remember 

third tour, Patriot Collins served as a private 

in the Camden District as a substitute in Cap-

tain Thomas Barronôs Company, commanded 

by Major Francis Ross where he was in the 

Battle of Briar Creek.  

     Next, he enlisted in Captain Benjamin 

Hardinôs Company of the North Carolina 

Militia commanded by Colonel Charles 

McDowell. He served from September 1779 

as Orderly Sergeant under Captain John G. 

Lowman and Colonel Hampton. Immediately 

afterwards, he was a Private, Sergeant, and 

Sergeant-Major under Captain John G. Low-

man and Colonel Archibald Lyle.  

     He was taken prisoner at the fall of 

Charleston, but later paroled. He went to Lin-

coln County, NC where he was again cap-

tured by the Tories and again sentenced to 

hang. He escaped and again joined the Mili-

tia. He participated in the Battles of Kingôs 

Mountain, Cowpens, Guilford Courthouse 

and Jamestown.  

     He also served as Adjutant Lieutenant in 

the Virginia Troops and as a Captain in the 

South Carolina Militia and participated in the 

Battles of Orangeburg, Four Holes Bridge, 

and Baconôs Bridge. He received a pension 

for his service.ò 
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Anniversary Celebra-

tion 
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Presidentôs Message 2 

Member News 2 
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Meeting Location 

Change in December 
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Tellus Fall Outing 4 

Special Guest 4 

Speakers Corner 5 

Members Honored  6 

November 7th Flag Retirement, 

Due West United Methodist 

Church (this is opposed to the 

un-united church who could not 

get it together since Bill Cof-

feen was not a member) 

 

Chapter Meeting Nov. 17th Dr. 

Jerry Davis, Ret. GSU History 

Professor on the POWs of the 

Revolution, Spaghetti Ware-

house 

 

Chapter Meeting Dec 15th 

Trombone Quartet with Rodney 

Pritchett and Harry Haganð       

note location change 
 

Jan. 16, 2010 Cowpens,  Gaff-

ney, SC 

 

Jan. 19, 2010 Annual Meeting 

Marietta Hilton  

 

Jan 30, 2010 Zebulon, Pike Co. 

Grave Dedication of Patriot 

Austin Dabney (see Dec. Dis-

patch for why this Patriot de-

serves recognition) 

O c t o b e r  2 0 0 9 

Send your articles and photos to Larry Guzy for inclusion in the next edition of 

the Collins Dispatch.  Write the next Signers of the Declaration profile or pro-

file a fellow chapter member. Have you studied a Rev War battle? Explain it to 

us. 

 

The Collins Dispatch  

Inside... 

Cap ta in  John  Co l l i ns  Chap te r   

Georg i a  Soc ie t y  Sons  o f  t he  Amer i can  Revo lu t i on  

This month marks the end of the 

Chapterôs 9th year as a chartered chap-

ter, building toward a 10th anniversary 

of approval on October 14, 2000. This 

and the next 6 issues will recap some 

of the highlights of the Chapterôs his-

tory. It is fitting to start with why we 

are named for Capt. John Collins. 

 

     The year before we were chartered, 

the Cobb area was served by the Pied-

mont Chapter. They dedicated the 

grave of Patriot Collins and that head-

stone decoration is the photo that has 

appeared in every issue of the Dis-

patch. The dedication in the Mars Hill 

Church Cemetery was attended by 

many to celebrate the service of one of 

only a few Patriots buried in Cobb 

County.  

     (The following is copied from the 

first issue of the Dispatch in July 2001 

and was last repeated in 2007.) 

 
   ñJohn Collins was born on 9 Dec. 1760 

in Frederick County, Maryland. He served 

in the South Carolina Militia from 10 May 

1776 to 26 Oct. 1776 under Captain 

Robert McAfee and Colonel Neal.  

     He was in a skirmish with the Indians 

on the Seneca River. He re-enlisted for a 

second tour under the same officers. In his 

Chapter starts a year-long 10
th

 anniversary  

celebration of its founding in 2000 
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Peter Lyon was our first Directory Chairman before Curtis McWaters took over. 

Peter has rejoined us for the monthly meetings since his work now allows that 

day in town. Welcome back Peter. 

John Raglandôs application has been approved 9.30.09 174995/4860. John hopes 

to make the December meeting to obtain his certificate. 

Dennis Rebmanôs application that was pended by National has been resubmitted 

with further documentation. Wayne Brown has submitted his application as have 

Terry Gibbs and Michael Coon.  Ron Cagle, Earlôs brother and Earlôs son, Earl  

Jr. have submitted applications.  

Several men are working to complete their documentation. 

ers were set in place. Thanks to all who 

continue to assist in this continuing ef-

fort. 

 

At the November meeting your Nomi-

nating Committee will announce the 

names of those that they recommend for 

Chapter Officers for 2010. If you wish to 

be considered, there is still 

time since nominations from 

the floor will also be al-

lowed. Voting does not oc-

cur until the December 

meeting with installation in 

January.  Remember that if 

you did not renew your 

membership before then, 

you are considered absent. 

Send in your renewal now to 

continue being an active 

member. 

 

Looking beyond Voting for new Chapter 

Officers and Renewing your Member-

ship, the beginning of our new year 

starts with the Annual Dinner. This will 

take place on the third Tuesday of Janu-

ary. Several Members, including Curtis 

McWaters, David Thompson, and 

Charles Rhyne are already working on 

arrangements and a program. The Dinner 

will be held again this year at the Hilton, 

formerly the Marietta Conference Cen-

ter. The ticket price will be announced 

soon. 

 
Those members who have attended 

meetings regularly have heard some very 

good speakers and good ones are sched-

uled to speak through January.    

 

         Until next time,  

                     David Martin, President 

 

Presidentôs Message 

President David Martin 

Vice President Bill Coffeen 

Secretary Jason Bretch 

Treasurer Charles Covington 

Registrar Bill Teasley 

Chancellor Jack Gibson  

Chaplain John Jones 

Sergeant-at-Arms Rodney Pritchett 

Historian Charles Rhyne 

Editor Larry Guzy 

Americanism Charles Switzer 

Cemetery  David Thompson 

Dinner meetings David Martin 

Flags/Law/Fire Curtis McWaters 

Eagle Scouts Bill Coffeen 

JROTC & Veterans Curtis McWaters 

Membership Bill Teasley 

Patriot Grave Brad Jones 

Publicity/phone David Thompson 

Schools Skip Keaton 

  The Collins Dispatch is published every other 

month. December 4th will be the next deadline 

for articles. Send articles, photos, or your bio to 

Larry Guzy at larry@adjustmentservices.com   or 

regular mail at 4531 Paper Mill Rd SE,  Marietta, 

GA 30067-4025. 

     If you have new member leads, contact      

Registrar Bill Teasley. 

Officers and Committee  
Fall Marks the Beginning 

 
Late summer and fall mark the begin-

ning of many of our most successful 

programs. We gathered our program 

literature to take to a few 

local Elementary and High 

Schools to begin a new 

round of spreading patriot-

ism by allowing the stu-

dent to be the participant 

in learning about their 

heritage. We started with 

our joint Patriotism Pro-

gram with the Sons of Lib-

erty Chapter. Two presen-

tations were given, at Alla-

toona High and Harrison 

High. Both were a success and the 

Collins Chapter was well represented. 
 

It may seem we have entered a slow time 

between activities, but that is far from real-

ity. While we wait for the school programs 

to mature there still is a need to remind our 

fellow citizens that Old Glory should be 

proudly flown. If you are not comfortable 

presenting a proper display of the flag cer-

tificate note where one should be given and 

pass that information on to us. Should you 

see one in need of retirement, simply stop 

in at that place and volunteer to retire it for 

them. Bring it to the Flag Retirement cere-

mony on November 7th. 

 

On a recent scheduled cleanup day at Old 

Allatoona Cemetery, an advance party dis-

covered that someone had already been 

there and did a very good cleanup. It was 

noticeable, too, that two new grave mark- Calling Post 

     The chapter takes ad-

vantage of an automated 

calling service to remind 

members of meetings and 

notify them of important 

news. If you want your 

name added or deleted 

from this list, call or email 

David Thompson. 

Sabl356256@aol.com 

Collins Member News & Happenings 
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    The chapter has had many meeting locations in the 

past 9 years. The Spaghetti Warehouse has been our 

location since August 2007 and we will continue there 

through the November meeting.  

 

   In this, the start of our 10th year, we are exploring 

another change. The Golden Corral on Barrett Park-

way, just west of I-75 at the first traffic light, will be 

our meeting location for the December Chapter meet-

ing.  

     At a cost of $10 you can find all you care to eat as 

well as enjoy the annual Christmas meeting with mu-

sic provided by the Bone-A-Fide Slides Trombone 

Quartet.  

     In January, our Annual Meeting will be at the Ma-

rietta Hilton, the former Marietta Conference Center 

among other prior names.  

     In February we will return to the Golden Corral for 

what we hope will be a long and enjoyable relation-

ship. Join us in December at the Golden Coral to ex-

perience the difference and let us know if you agree 

that this facility offers what we need in a meeting lo-

cation. 

   

 

Happy Halloween 

Meeting Location  

Changing  

. 

On November 7th, at 10 a.m., a Flag Retirement 

Ceremony will be conducted at the Due West United 

Methodist Church, 3956 Due West Rd., Marietta, 

GA 30064.  

     This annual event is sponsored by the church af-

filiated Boy Scout Troop and supervised by Bill 

Coffeen.   Members attend to support the scouts in 

this endeavor.  

     Wives can appreciate the Holiday Market held in 

the adjacent building at the church.  Billôs wife 

Karen is involved in the arrangements for the annual 

sale.  

First anniversary meeting of the chapter.  October 16, 2001.  Who do you recognize? 


