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The following announcement was received from Hall Martin, chairman of the Knight 

Essay Committee for GASSAR: 

The Georgia Society Knight Essay competition has been completed for this year.  Six 

chapters submitted entries in this competition.  Three judges reviewed the essays and 

each judge completed a separate scoring sheet for each essay.  The essay with the highest 

total points was declared the winner. 

Dates to Remember 

     The winning essay was from the John 

Collins Chapter, and the winning essay was 

written by Miss Doreen Xu of Powder 

Springs, Georgia.   

     She is a senior at Baylor School in Chatta-

nooga, Tennessee.  Her winning essay is ti-

tled WASHINGTONôS SECOND FIDDLE: 

HENRY KNOX.  She will receive her award 

at the Georgia Society Annual Meeting in 

April and will receive a commemorative me-

dallion and a five hundred dollar scholarship.  

Her essay will be automatically entered in 

the national society contest. 
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April 20 Chapter Meeting at 

Golden Corral, Barrett Pkwy.  

GASSAR State Secretary Kline 

Pugh  will speak about 

ñGenealogy and Family Tree 

DNAò   

May 18 Chapter meeting 

June 15 Chapter meeting  

Dr. John Ferling, professor 

emeritus at West Georgia Uni-

versity will present "The Ascent 

of George Washington" 

 

June 25-30 SAR National 

Congress, Cleveland, OH 

Registration online at SAR.org 

 

A p r i l  2 0 1 0 

Members are asked to submit articles and photos to Larry Guzy for inclusion in 

the next edition of the Collins Dispatch.  Deadline June 4th. 

 

The Collins Dispatch  

Inside... 

Cap ta in  John  Co l l i ns  Chap te r   

Georg i a  Soc ie t y  Sons  o f  t he  Amer i can  Revo lu t i on  

Chapters submitting essays were: 

Blue Ridge 

John Collins 

John Milledge 

Lyman Hall 

Marquis de Lafayette 

Samuel Elbert 

Many thanks to these Compatriots for 

serving as judges in the competition: 

Dr. Hugh Rodgers 

Mrs. Clare Newcomer 

Mrs. Cilla Leed-Tomme 

Collins Entry Wins State Essay Contest 

History tends to remember the lar-

ger-than-life figures, personalities that 

seem to radiate life even after death. 

The American Revolution was cer-

tainly no exception, and created a 

plethora of hallowed names, including 

George Washington and Benjamin 

Franklin, among others. But then there 

are those like Henry Knox, who are 

not credited with their share of glory. 

While certainly not an anonymous fig-

ure, perhaps he deserves more ac-

knowledgment for his actions during 

Americaôs formative years, often being 

called Washingtonôs ñsecond fiddle.ò1 

Why do historians now award such a 

posthumous name? Because Knox played 

a significant, often unrealized role in the 

Revolution and Americaôs subsequent 

development into a nation. 

Knoxôs first brush with the fervor 

of liberty began with his involvement in 

the Sons of Liberty,2 exemplifying 

Knoxôs deep roots with a movement that 

had not even gone mainstream at the time. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Washingtonôs Second Fiddle: Henry Knox 
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Two new members were approved on January 14,  

Dennis Rebman 175932 GA4914  

Terry Gibbs 175942 GA 4924  

both certificates are in the Chapter hands to award this month. 

 

Michael Coonôs, Ron Cagleôs and Earl Cagle, Jr.ôs  applications are at National.  

Richard Canfieldôs and David Ludleyôs applications are being signed. Five appli-

cations are under way at this time and will be submitted soon. They include Bob 

and Larry Adams, Van Beasley, Ed Pierog and Doug Talley. 

 
 

Presidentôs Message 

President Bill Coffeen 

Vice President Allen Henson 

Secretary Jason Bretch 

Treasurer David Martin 

Registrar Bill Teasley 

Chancellor Clayton Farnham 

Chaplain John Jones 

Sergeant-at-Arms Rodney Pritchett 

Historian Charles Rhyne 

Editor Larry Guzy 

Americanism Charles Switzer 

Cemetery  David Thompson 

Dinner meetings Allen Henson 

Flags/Law/Fire Curtis McWaters 

Eagle Scouts Bill Coffeen 

JROTC & Veterans Curtis McWaters 

Membership Bill Teasley 

Patriot Grave Brad Jones 

Publicity/phone Jason Bretch 

Schools Skip Keaton 

  The Collins Dispatch is published every other 

month. June 4th will be the next deadline for 

articles. Send articles, photos, or your bio to 

Larry Guzy at larry@adjustmentservices.com   or 

regular mail at 4531 Paper Mill Rd SE,  Marietta, 

GA 30067-4025. 

     If you have new member leads, contact      

Registrar Bill Teasley. 

Officers and Committee  
Bill Coffeen, President 

Calling Post 

     The chapter takes ad-

vantage of an automated 

calling service to remind 

members of meetings and 

notify them of important 

news. If you want your 

name added or deleted 

from this list, call or email 

Jason Bretch 

jbretch@yahoo.com 

Collins Member News & Happenings 
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     The 13th commemoration of the Battle of Kettle Creek 

was held during and in the aftermath of a beautiful 4ò snow 

storm.   

     Compatriots from all over Georgia, as well as North 

Carolina and Florida, came together on February 12th for a 

social hour and dinner in Washington, GA.   

     On a bright, white Saturday morning, SARôs portrayed 

historic figures and colonial era merchants on the square in 

Washington in a Living History that has expanded over the 

past several years.   An event that was added this year was 

a skirmish in the nearby Fort Washington Park, complete 

with muskets and a cannon.   

     Each year a film developed by the U.S. Army is shown 

at the local library that discusses the battle tactics, still stud-

ied today, of the patriots in this encounter with an unsus-

pecting British force.  

A Snowy Day at Kettle Creek 

This event will take place on February 15-17, 2011. The 

drive to Washington GA is about 70 miles.  

  Larry Guzy and Allen 

Henson watched, and 

listened to, the skirmish 

in the Fort Washington 

Park woods.  David 

Martin and his wife, 

Ann also attended the 

Kettle Creek activities. 

_________________ 

Mike Tomme drilling 

the troops on the 

square 

Larry Guzy portrayed Thomas Jefferson and gave out his 

ñcalling cardô - nickels carrying his portrait. Mike Tomme, Count de Lafayette 

Chapter, as __________________ 

First in a new series 

Lewis Lanier, 

was born about 

1754 and enlisted 

in the North Carolina Line in the Wilmington District of 

Duplin County, North Carolina rising to the rank of Cornet 

or what would be a 2nd Lieutenant today. His father, Le-

muel Lanier, and brother, Benjamin Lanier, also served. 

About 1788, Lewis moved to and settled on Lotts Creek 

near Portal, Georgia. 

In 1794, Lewis Lanier drowned in the Ogeechee River dur-

ing a flash flood while returning from a visit with his 

brother and later that year, his widow, Margaret, applied for 

administration of his estate. The following legal notice ap-

peared in the Georgia Gazette on 16 August 1794. The last 

sentence is very interesting. 

           ñGiven under my hand and seal, this 16th day of 

August,1794, and in the 19th year of American Independ-

ence.ò 

This legal notice takes into account that Americaôs inde-

pendence began in 1775.                    - Wayne Brown 


