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Captain John Collins Chapter

Georgia Society Sons of the American Revolution

The Collins Dispatch

February 2010

Dates to Rememb

Feb 1213 Battle of Kettle
Creek, Washington GA

Feb 16 Chapter meeting at th
Golden Corral, Barrett Pkwy.
6 pm to eat, 630pm meeting.
Speaker is our ow€harles
Rhyne. He will be speaking o
iMaj or NC Bat
Never Heard

Feb 2627 Leadership Meeting
Louisville, KY

Mar 4 Sope Creek Elementar)
School Poster Contest Judgin

Mar 13 Commemoration of

Guilford Courthouse in Greeng

boro NC

Mar 16 Chapter meeting Cilla
Tomme will speak on Colonia
Clothing

Mar 18 Sope Creek Elementhnnual meeting. This is really ourigear,

School 5th Grade presentatio

Apr 2 & 3 GASSAR Annual
Meeting in Gwinnett County
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Ftifel Foéiti®ns, the chapter welcomed Allen

# New Chapter Officers Installed
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President Bill Coffeen, Vice President J. Allen Henson, Secretary Jason Bretch, Treasurer
David Martin, Registrar Bill Teasley, Chancellor Clayton Farnham, Chaplain John Jones, S
geantat-Arms Rodney Pritchett, Historian Charlie Rhyne, Editor Larry Guzy

Twenty-five members and 20 guests en- information for early Georgia as well as other
joyed the Marietta Hilton location for our 9th Cherokee related topics. Anyone researching
relationship with Cherokee ancestry or early
but our charter banquet was held in October North Georgia will find this a valuable find.
2000 and the following year we skipped the
annual meeting since it would have been only
three months later.

http://nationaltota.org

Our Officer Installer was our State Presi- State Pres'gie
dent, Terry Manning. His wife, Ginny, also  1€rry Mannin
was present. President Manning also broughpresented a

greetings and remarks. streamer to the :

chapter for our/{\
support of the

While several members will continue in

Henson and Clayton Farnham as new to the
officer corps. (For a list of officers see page Center for Ad-
2.) vancing Amer

The speaker was Genealogist Linda Geigt?r cads
who spoke on the Trail of Tears Association.

This groupbés website contai

er-

he

Members are asked to submit articles and photos to Larry Guzy for inclusio

the next edition of the Collins Dispatch. Deadline April 4th.
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President 0s ba&oswakanthedart of many.

Thomas Jefferso nPle ﬁﬁ %ugyngé)EjlﬂSt, migHt{ﬂnd
morsel of genuine history is a thing soanother member whose ancestor

campalgn as your own ancestor. gu

an organization that values history,

partly because our ancestors playe )
tee will encourage you

such an important part in Treasurer David Martin
creating it. We are pledge wear your nametag at . :

to share that story with the monthly meetings so ag Registrar Bill Teasley

rest of the nation, to insure to make it easier to get| chancellor Clayton Farnham
that it is not forgotten and acquainted. Chaplain John Jones

to encourage our fellow Your Board of Man-
citizens to remember that
the values we cherish so

dearly today had their ori- monthly speakers are

o . Editor Larry Guzy
gins in the revolutionary better than ever and tht o _
ideas of our forefathers. chapter events outside h Americanism Charles Switzer
It is with gratitude and monthly meetings are | Cemetery David Thompson

fun and inspiring. This

humble heart that | preside .
year, for instance, we a

as President of the Captain
John Collins chapter in this its tent
year. Oddly enough my own patriot

tor ixo-t_ @ i
ancestor was name ﬂ;bla%ﬁ aPﬁh{ d]ionrh nt(ljJROTC&Veterans Curtis McWaters

Coffeen. Both men exemplified what ma |

was essential in those early days of th
Revolutioni a willingness to stand up
and be counted; not once, but many
times over during the course of the
war.

one is encouraged to participate in
ways that may be new, but exciting

AChall enge Coi n q Schools

Officers and Committee

President Bill Coffeen

rved in t ame_upit or.battle o
rare as to be alwsaer%lg. \ﬁ?ﬁ'ﬂaﬂleg. e Brekident

q new membership welcome commitf secretary Jason Bretch

agers is hard at work Sergeantt-Arms Rodney Pritchett
insuring that our Historian Charles Rhyne

‘ Dinner meetings Allen Henson

h going to celebrate our namesake, | Flags/Law/Fire Curtis McWaters
John Collins, in recognition of Pa- | gagle Scouts Bill Coffeen

tlons, but will start new ones. Every Membership Bill Teasley
| Patriot Grave Brad Jones

Allen Henson

Skip Keaton

take our chapter to new heights.

Itis in this spiritthat Isuggesta T her eds much t o | TheCollins Dispatch is published every othg
theme for our chapter in the year 201though many, much can be accon month.April 4th will be the next deadline for
! articles. Send articles, photos, or your bio to

. . Larry Guzy at larry@adjustmentservices.com

pating today we can build tomor-  yqy all as we step forward togethe{regular mail at 4531 Paper Mill Rd SE, Marie

rowos Wecgrebegyn.to dothat 1o make a difference in our commu GA 300674025.

By celebrating the past and partici- | j shed. | 6m exq(

by getting to know all of our fellow nity.

compatriots well. Those of you who

were at our annual banquet certainly

had an opportunity to do just that. The Bill Coffeen, Presider

If you have new member leads, contact

Registrar Bill Teasley

new member directory reflects a great

Collins Member News & Happenings

Two new members were approved on January 14,
Dennis Rebman 175932 GA4914
Terry Gibbs 175942 GA 4924

both certificates are in the Chapter hands to award this n gt

Mi chael Coonéds, Ron Caglebés and E

Richard Canfieldds and David Ludl
cations are under way at this time and will be submitted soon. They include
and Larry Adams, Van Beasley, Ed Pierog and Doug Talley.

Calling Post

The chapter takes ad-
vantage of an automated
calling service to remind
bers of meetings anc
notify them of important
news. If goyl wantgyour
name added or deleted
frgnd this ligt, x4l briemhadl
Badon Bretch

jbretch@yahoo.com

And finally y o l'Puincity/phone Jason Bretch Ih e
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Austin Dabney Grave Dedication | BREEERE!  ars- certain v
. S -

- the rest of the Stord§¥ " g Cites had for his friend
Austin.

With Giles son, Wil-
iam, Dabney takes on
he role of mentor.
Around 1820, he offers
! to send William to law

On a cold, wet day in Zebulon, Georgia, a large crowd ma
their way into the muddy field where Austin Dabney, Black p&=
triot of the Revolution, had been buried next to his close frie
William Harris. The graves had been lost for almost 20 yea
before being rediscovered. Plans to honor the patriot were % ,
with Compatriot Bob Galer and the Coweta Falls Chapter SASS .. school at Franklin Col-
Columbus, GA taking the lead. S S— “.d legei now the Univer- .

Pike County cut a road into the privately held land, addingS i t Yy of Georgia. After graduati
gravel to ease the way through the rough terrain. After lots ofiam to read law with Judge Stephen Upson in preparation for the
rain it still was not easily reached. The grave site had been Practice of law. When William faces his bar exam, Dabney is
cleared and a fence installed around the tombstones. there in the courtroom to witness the event and share with Wil-

Dabney had no children but became a trusted friend of the il in the celebration of his accomplishment.
ris family after the war. Many Harris descendents attended the !N 1826 William buys the land on which we stand. When he

ceremony. One of them, Carl Voelker, spoke on behalfofthet @2k €s residence here, Austin Df
family to tell the rest of the story. (see Dispatch Vol 9, issue 6 k€ s him Pi ke Countyos first e
the Revolutionary War history of this patriot.) State representative for this district.

AThis is an historic day f orDapngyandiliar remaip frigndsffor lfes Wihgn hedies, 5
Let us thank our grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, and cdd@pRey leaves William all his worldly possessions. William hon-
who have kept the family history alive through all the wonderf@f$ his old mentor by naming his soAustin Dabney Harris,
stories handed down from generation to generation. At this m8Pd in his last wishes, he asks to be buried beside Dabney.
ment we should feel connected to them in a very special way. Yhat an extraordinary story! One made all the more signifi-
Aot her speakers today wi | | cagtRyd§tanscenpdgnce aboye the gacigl mareg of {he ting. Jhe|

patriotism and bravery of Austin Dabney. Speaking for the farfitory would be more than enough if it stopped there. But it con-

ily, 16d |ike to @etheoheobextmad-{We second stor. _
nary friendship, devotion and generosity between Dabney andthe ¢ was Dabney6s generosity th
Harris family. his education and acquire the means to purchase this land for

The time is 1779. Austin Dabney, an AfricAmerican man $540i quite a lot of money in 1826! Land lot 13, the 216 acres
of about sixteen years old, is sent to fight as a surrogate for hf? Which we stand, has continued to affect the lives of those in

master in the War for American Independence. He fightsinsB\@ ' ri s6s extended family. The
eral skirmishes but, at the Battle of Kettle Creek, he is seriougpd; for the last hundred years, timbehe harvest of which has
wounded. served many purposes in our family. One particular harvest
of timber, in the 197006s, bro

Near the battlefield of funds to my sisters, cousins a_md me. The check | received
is the home of we nt d_|rectly_ into a c_oIIe_ge
Lewis and Eliza- Thus, you mlg_ht say, extending the Dabney/Harris legacy into
beth Harris and future generations. _ )
their 13 year old To _com_pIeEe our famllyos_ St o
son, Giles. The Harris- Wi [ amos sister. _Sh_e is p
Harris family takes William comes tp Plke_ County, Jane accompanies him. Shg
the wounded meets and marries neighbor Samuel Mitchell, a true GeorglAa
Dabney into their pioneer and.one of Zebul onbds
home and cares for riage produces seven children. .
him until he regains .Samuel once operated a trading post here fo_r the (?rgek
his health. This is a Indlanszandbearlly settlgrs. Latter he erected the first bwldmgi :

i int i . on ebul onds own square.
:#énérfliﬁg;m inthe A Iarge contingent of color guardsmeﬁtate Capitol in Atlanta you will find Mitchell Streehamed

of Dabneyds recuperation a pPWeadigrrigus. Inthgse days; Aflapi@a was galled Termings,
the family. It is decided that Dabney will stay on after his wound W& b egan our story ‘with Aust
has healed. With that decision, their fates became intertwinedf; in the fight for American Independence. A second chapter
many remarkable ways. opened when Giles Harris took the wounded Dabney into his

Over the next 15 years or so, Giles Harris and Austin Dabrf@@me- Dabney left no descendents but his adopted family the

work together, collaborate in business transactions and relocl® ' T i s0s certainly did. n
from Wilkes to Madison County. A special bond of friendship Carl .Voelken great great greatgrandson of Giles & Elizabeth

and mutual respect develops between them. When a son is bBi S
to Giles and Elizabeth Harris, they name him William Austin

Dabney and a major event foft"tROPHEFIAEHEN HAFi FEMURLE Mbh§
e d
i



